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Secretary of State Warren Chris- 
topher yesterday played down the 
tough foreign and domestic policy 
line in Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin’s state of the union speech, say- 
ing he detected “good signs” in it. 

Christopher’s critique, made to 
the House Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee, appeared designed to dampen 
fears that a period of cooperation 
with Prussia is evolving into a Cold 
Peace marked by numerous conflicts 
of natianal interests. Such concerns 
deepened this week with the arrest 
of a CIA officer who allegedly has 
spied for Russia, an event that set 
off partisan complaints about Presi- 
dent ('linton’s benign attitude to 
Moscow. 

Christopher, saying he had not 
had time to study Yeltsin’s speech, 
nonetheless rejected a suggestion by 
committee Chairman Lee H. Hamil- 
ton (E'-Ind.) that issues raised in 
Yeltsin’s hard-line remarks might 
complicate relations between Wash- 
ington and Moscow. 

“That might go a little too far,” 
Christopher assured Hamilton. 

Later, senior officials interpreted 
Yeltsin’s speech as an attempt by 
the Russian leader to “appeal to Rus- 
sian pride” and “take some thunder 
from ultranationalists” who oppose 
his reform efforts. The analysis fol- 
lowed a pattern of excusing hard-line 
Russian statements by saying they 
are meant only for domestic ears. 
Last year, for instance, Christopher 
iismissed publication of a new, as- 
sertive Russian military doctrine as 
aimed jat improving the morale of 
Russian troops. 

Hanalilton pointed out Yeltsin had 
declared yesterday that no other Eu- 
ropean nation could join NATO unless 
Russia did, a distinct rejection of the 
U.S. approach embodied in the Part- 
lership for Peace plan, which offers 
nembership at some future point to 
ormer East Bloc countries as they 


modernize and reform their military 
institutions. In addition, Yeltsin 
claimed for Russia a privilege to inter- 
vene in the republics formerly con- 
trolled by the Soviet Union. 

Yeltsin also called for an end to 
“making unilateral concessions,” ap- 
parently signaling an end to the era 
of "new thinking” in foreign policy 
initiated by Mikhail Gorbachev. 

“Although he did call for activism 
on the part of Russia in the field of 
foreign affairs, he emphasized that 
he was in favor of the Partnership 
for Peace, that it should be open . . . 


to all the nations of Europe,” Chris- 
topher said. 

Christopher made no direct men- 
tion of Yeltsin’s reference to Ru^ja as 
the “real guarantor” of staWlky in 
neighboring countries and protector 
of ethnic Russians. He listed several 
areas of cooperation with Russia 
“which I believe make America safer,” 
citing nuclear disarmament and the ef- 
fort for a peace agreement in Bosnia. 

Christopher sought to justify con- 
tinued aid to Russia, which has sud- 
denly come imder assault by Senate 
Republicans. Future U.S. aid de- 
pends in part on whether Yeltsin 
continues Russia’s transformation 
from a state-run economy to a free 
market. But since ultranationalists, 
populists and communists shdw^ 
strength in Russian pafliameiitaiy 
elections last December, the dir^- 
tion and speed of reform have heen 
in question. 

Christopher remarked that Yelt- 
sin “came down in favor of continua- 
tion of reform,” but added, “Clearly I 
think he has taken into account the 
effects of the recent election.” 

In all, Christopher argued that 
U.S. aid to Russia, which is largely 
targeted to private enterprise, ought 
to continue. “This will not be a 
straight-line path. Inevitably thpre 
will be setbacks and there will be 
rocky days,” he said. 

In a sharp rejoinder to Republi- 
cans who would cut aid to Russia, 
Sen. Patrick;. Leahy (D-Vt.), chair- 
man of the Appropriations subcom- 
mittee on foreign operations, said 
they would be undermining the very 
democratic and economic reforms 
they seek to promote. 

None of the money goes directly 
to the Russian government, Leahy 
said in a Senate floor speech yester- 
day. Three-fourths of it goes to the 
private sector and the rest to pro- 
vide technical assistance, through in- 
dividuals or corporations, in building 
democratic institutions. 

If we cut it off, we stop helping 
the very things in Russia we want to 
win the power struggle: the demo- 
cratic reformers and thdse who are 
trying to build a free-marfeet econo- 
my,” Leahy said. ‘ ' 
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